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FOREWORD

Thai Film Archive (Public Organization) began organizing the Silent Film Festival in Thailand for
the first time in 2014. From the start, the festival aimed to showcase and encourage discovery
of silent films from around the world, and to highlight the artistic value and unique appeal of
silent cinema.

Initially, the festival took place at venerable cinemas in downtown Bangkok, namely Lido and
Scala. In 2018, the 5th edition of the festival became part of the closing event of the Lido before
its closure, leaving only Scala as the venue. Due to this change, the duration of the festival was
reduced from one week to just three days over the weekend, and the number of films shown
decreased to only five. The following year, the Scala Theater suffered the same fate as the Lido
and closed down, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic being the nail in the coffin. The pandemic
and its ensuing uncertainties also forced the festival to take a three-year hiatus.

This year, the Silent Film Festival in Thailand returns for its 7th edition. The festival will take place
at Sala Cinema at the Thai Film Archive and will present seven films over the three-day weekend
between June 2 to 4. All screenings are free of charge, just like every film shown at the Film
Archive.

One of the important aspects of this 7th edition of the Silent Film Festival was the centenary
celebration of an article titled “Humanity” by Tuan Yavaprapasa, the editor-in-chief of Siam Film
Magazine. The article celebrated the power of two silent films, one of which being Foolish Wives,
and how the art of film could pave the path towards “enlightenment”. Tuan’s legendary one-page
article compared cinema with a gleam of radiance of Lord Buddha's teachings: “As long as we
consider dhamma as a precious gem within the Buddhist community, | must regard cinema as
a radiant reflection of that gem, revealing the essence of humanity!

To commemorate the 100-year anniversary of this declaration, Thai Film Archive will screen a
newly restored version of Foolish Wives during the festival, coinciding with Visakha Bucha Day, a
significant Buddhist holiday. Additionally, the festival features The Kid, the first feature-length film
by Charlie Chaplin, and the original version of Peter Pan, which aims to provide children with an
opportunity to appreciate the art of silent cinema. While all the silent films shown at the festival
carry their own intrinsic value, they are also intended to inspire and enlighten audiences with
their timeless wisdom, in line with the Film Archive’'s motto, “Cinema enlightens’, which has been
inspired by Tuan Yavaprapasa’s statement declared a century ago.
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EN I N G The 7t Silent Film Festival in Thailand
at Sala Cinema, Thai Film Archive
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1700  The Organist at St. Vitus’ Cathedral (Czechoslovakia / 1929 / 81 min)*

19.00  TheBrilliant Biograph: Earliest Moving Images of Europe (1897-1902)
(2020 / 52 min)**

Saturday 3 June

13.00  Peter Pan (USA/1924 /121 min)**
15.30 Beethoven (Austria /1927 / 70 min)***
17.00 Foolish Wives (USA /1922 / 147 min)*

Sunday 4 June

13.00  TheKid (USA /1921 / 68 min)*
15.30  Fragment of an Empire (USSR /1929 /109 min)**

* Accompanied by Ussiasaun3Usznaulag Maud Nelissen
** Accompanied by UsslasaURsUsENoUlAe Daan van den Hurk

*** Accompanied by UsslasaunsUsznaulae 5199 3U 1AS80U Taratawan Krue-On




THE MUSICIAN

MAUD

multi-Oscar-winning animator Richard Williams.

NELISSEN

Maud Nelissen studied piano with Herman
Uhlhorn at the Utrecht Superior School of Music,
graduating with honours. Since then her
speciality and passion has become “live”
accompaniment of classic silent films - a field
in which her work has earned an international
reputation. Apart from performing solo,
Maud writes and orchestrates silent film
accompaniments for orchestra and various
ensembles.

She has also founded her own ensemble for
silent film accompaniment, “The Sprockets’,
whose enthusiasm and virtuosity have brought
them continued success with the public. With
the Sprockets, Maud recorded the soundtrack
for the Animators Survival Kit logo, created by the

Apart from the Sprockets, Maud has collaborated with various other ensembles and orchestras
including the Vienna Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra del Teatro Comunale di Bologna and the
Cello8ctetAmsterdam. She made her American début in 2008 at the Telluride Film Festival in
Colorado and in 2011 she made her Hollywood début at the Turner Classic Movies Film Festival.

In recent years Maud has performed with various silent film events at the Concertgebouw
Amsterdam, Muziekgebouw aan J, Tivoli Vredenburg Utrecht, Rotterdam Film Festival, Nederlands
Film Festival, Eye Filminstituut, Berlin Film Festival, Schauspielhaus Frankfurt, Komische Oper
Berlijn, Theater an der Wien, Vienna , Pordenone Film Festival, Bologna Film Festival, Filmpodium
ZUrich, Musée d'Orsay Parijs, Midnight Sun Film Festival Finland, Telluride Film Festival USA, TCM
Film Festival Hollywood USA, Hong Kong Film Archive, including Silent Film Festival in Thailand.
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THE MUSICIAN
DAAN VAN DEN HURK

Daan van den Hurk MMUS
(1987) is a pianist and
composer, specialized in silent
film accompaniment. He
studied jazz piano, classical
piano and composition at the
HKU Utrecht Conservatory
where he graduated cum
laude. His career in silent film
accompaniment started off at
the masterclasses of the
Pordenone Silent Film Festival, where he is now one of the regular musicians. As a film accompanist
he travels around the world and has performed among others at Bristol Slapstick Festival, Il
Cinema Retrovato, Bonn Silent Film Festival, Istanbul Silent Film Days and Locarno Film Festival.
He has also composed several (orchestral) scores, among which the music for The Brilliant Biograph
(2022). His newest orchestral score will premier in Octobre 2023 in Italy. In 2017 he founded the
Nederlands Silent Film Festival, an annual national festival celebrating all the aspects that silent
film is rich. Daan teaches musical theory, piano, improvisation, film music and composition at
the HKU Utrecht Conservatory.
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THE MUSICIAN
TARATAWAN KRUE-ON

$180:9U LASA9aU

Taratawan Krue-On is a
Bangkok based Thai Audio-
Visual artist/composer and
performer who is fascinated
by the relation of Time-Space-
and Memories through the
lens of sound and visual maker.

She is a multimedia artist/
composer/performer from
Thailand who started her
career at the age of 13 by
composing and arranging
soundtracks for the Duke Award Best Documentary Film winner Shadow : Saga from the jungle,
stranger at Khun Yuam from Thai short film and video festival and an art film in the Singapore
Art Museum’s Collection by Sakarin Krue-On, Manorah and the best friends of the snake.

She participated in Thai Film Archive's workshops conducted by silent film accompanists Mie
Yanashita from Japan and Neil Brand from the United Kingdom.She became a piano accompanist
for film screening events organized by Thai Film Archive including The Silent Film Festival in
Thailand.

In 2019, Taratawan graduated from Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute of Music (PGVIM) as a
classically-trained pianist. In 2021, She later graduated from MMus Creative Practice in the music
department of Goldsmiths, University of London, United Kingdom, where she explored further
into music and moving image as her medium.

Present, Taratawan is based in Bangkok and continues her career and creativity through Audio-
Visual, Soundpiece, Electro-Acoustic piece, film composition, and is active with her musical
creations as an individual artist.
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THE ORGANIST AT
ST. VITUS’ CATHEDRAL

(Varhanik u sv. Vita)

Czechoslovakia / 1929 / 81 min

Director: Martin Fri¢

Cast: Karel Hasler, Oscar Marion, Suzanne Marwille
Cinematographer: Jaroslav Blazek

Screenplay: Vitezslav Nezval

Production Company: Vladimir Stransky

Print Source: Narodni filmovy archiv (NFA)

An old organist involuntarily becomes a witness to a suicide of an unknown man. Before he dies
he gives a packet with money in it for his daughter who is living in a convent. The organist does
not report this case to the authorities but, instead, hides the body in the cellar. He does not
know, however, that his actions are being observed by his spineless neighbour, a shoe-polisher
who later blackmails him threatening to tell the authorities that he had committed a murder.

One of the most important silent films to come out of Eastern Europe in the 1920s, the film was
directed by Martin Fric, from the scenario by poet Vitezslav Nezval.
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Screening: Friday 2 June (17.00)

Accompanied by Maud Nelissen
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THE BRILLIANT BIOGRAPH:
EARLIEST MOVING IMAGES OF
EUROPE (1897-1902)

2020/ 52 min
Production Company: EYE Filmmuseum, BFI National Archive
Print Source: EYE Filmmuseum

The Mutoscope and Biograph Collection is the oldest film collection held at EYE Filmmuseum.
It includes over 200 films, most of which were made in Europe between 1897 and 1902. This
constitutes the largest existing collection of Mutoscope and Biograph films surviving in the world.

These films are all photographed with the unique large-format 68mm Mutograph camera, which
provided extraordinarily high-resolution images. These one-minute time capsules from 120 years
ago still convey some of the richest and sharpest images that film can achieve. The films reflect
the essence of early cinema: capturing the first-ever moving images of important events, famous
locations and personalities, as well as spectacular moments such as dance and sports performances,
or even natural phenomena like fire or storm, that only work when seen in motion.

EYE Filmmuseum appreciates the funding from the European Commission’s “European Tribute
to Film Heritage” program, which allowed digitizing 50 selected films from the EYE and BFl
collections, in high quality (8K).
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Screening: Friday 2 June (19.00)

Accompanied by Daan van den Hurk
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PETER PAN

USA /1924 /121 min

Director: Herbert Brenon

Cast: George Ali, Esther Ralston, Cyril Chadwick, Mary Brian, Jack Murphy, Philippe De Lacey,
Virginia Brown Faire, Anna May Wong, Betty Bronson, Ernest Torrence

Cinematographer: James Wong Howe

Screenplay: Willis Goldbeck

Production Company: Famous Players-Lasky Corporation

Print Source: George Eastman Museum

Ingeniously capturing the mysteries and wonder of childhood, J.M. Barrie’s timeless play became
one of the most popular films of the 1920s. Betty Bronson stars as Peter Pan, the boy who never
grew up, who charms Wendy (Mary Brian) and her brothers (Philippe De Lacy, Jack Murphy) to
fly with him to Never Never land. On this island of dreams and magic, they rescue the Lost Boys
from Captain Hook (Ernest Torrence) and his band of pirates, encountering along the way the
delightful fairy Tinker Bell (Virginia Browne Faire), a man-eating crocodile, and a band of natives
(led by Anna May Wong).
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Screening: Saturday 3 June (13.00)

Accompanied by Daan van den Hurk
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BEETHOVEN

Austria / 1927 / 70 min

Director: Hans Otto Lowenstein

Cast: Fritz Kortner, Lilian Gray, Heinz Altringen

Cinematographer: Viktor Gluck Screenplay: Emil Kolberg
Production Company: Allianz-Film Print Source: Filmarchiv Austria

With the great character actor Fritz Kortner (1892-1970) in the title role, the film traces the most
important stages in the life of Ludwig van Beethoven and links his life with his great works such
as the 2nd Symphony, Eroica, 5th and 9th Symphonies, Fidelio and Missa Solemnis. The film was
produced on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the composer’s death (March 23, 1927)
and is a fine example of early media exploitation of popular artist biographies. It was made in
the summer of 1926 in the Listo Film Studios in Vienna-Schénbrunn and had its cinema premiere
on 18 February 1927. The contemporary Austrian press noted as a special quality that the film
was made on original locations, which can only mean Schénbrunn Palace.

The restored version comes from the Filmarchiv Austria and is the French export version. This
French version, shortened by 10 minutes, is the only surviving version of the film. The lost original
version with the subtitle In commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the death of the singer
of eternity’had a length of 80 minutes and went into more detail about the works of the major
creative phase (5th and 9th symphonies).
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Screening: Saturday 3 June (15.30)

Accompanied by Taratawan Krue-On
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FOOLISH WIVES

USA /1922 / 147 min

Director: Erich von Stroheim

Cast: Erich von Stroheim, Miss DuPont, Maude George
Cinematographer: William H. Daniels, Ben F. Reynolds
Screenplay: Erich von Stroheim

Production Company: Universal

Print Source: San Francisco Silent Film Festival

Rightfully proclaimed the first million-dollar movie'to come out of Hollywood, this masterpiece
was directed by and starred Erich von Stroheim. A trio of Russian con artists take a luxurious villa
above Monte Carlo to prey on wealthy vacationers in this European playground of postwar
decadence. Stroheim stars as the fraudulent Count Karazmin, who targets moneyed women to
blackmail them with the help of “cousins”Mae Busch and Maud George. The opulent sets—with
the California coast standing in for Monaco—shine in this glorious restoration by MoMA and
SFSFF in 2020.

No single complete copy of the release version of Erich von Stroheim’s film survives. What does
survive are a tinted-and-toned 35mm nitrate print with Italian intertitles from Cineteca Italiana
of Milan and, from New York's Museum of Modern Art, a 35mm black-and-white print of an
unreleased re-edited and re-titled version created in 1928 by Universal for a never-realized sound
release. Available documentation was invaluable in the reconstruction of the film, and it included
the script for an eight-reel version and, from the Library of Congress, a copy of Sigmund Romberg's
piano score, whose musical cues helped reconstruct the film’'s sequencing and title content. To
reproduce the tinting and toning the team relied on the coloring conventions of Universal films
of the period. For the spectacular hand-colored effects the team used contemporary reviews
and a trade press article written by the original colorist Gustav Brock.

After seeing the double bill of Foolish Wives and Human Heart in 1923, Tuan Yawaprapas, the
editor of the first Thai film magazine, Papayon Siam, proclaimed that the success of these two
films are “as significant as Buddha’s triumph over evil”
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Screening: Saturday 3 June (17.00)

Accompanied by Maud Nelissen




Foolish Wives © San Francisco Silent Film Festival
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THE KID

USA /1921 / 68 min

Director: Charlie Chaplin

Cast: Charlie Chaplin, Edna Purviance, Carl Miller, Jackie Coogan, Tom Wilson,

Charles F. Riesner, Lillita MacMurray

Cinematographer: Roland Totheroh

Screenplay: Charlie Chaplin

Production Company: Charlie Chaplin Film Company/First National Exhibitors’ Circuit
Print Source: Roy Export S.AS.

The Little Tramp rescues an orphan from the streets and raises him as his own. Chaplin and
Jackie Coogan make a miraculous pair in this clever and innovative marriage of sentiment and
slapstick, a story of pancakes, fistfights, and dodging social services and policemen — as the
opening title card says, “a picture with a smile - and perhaps a tear” An instant success in 1921,
The Kid remains a masterwork of cinema.
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Screening: Sunday 4 June (13.00)

Accompanied by Maud Nelissen
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FRAGMENT OF AN EMPIRE

(Oblomok imperii)

USSR /1929 / 109 min

Director: Fridrikh Ermler

Cast: Fiodor Nikitin, Yakov Gudkin, Liudmila Semionova, Valerii Solovtsov
Cinematographer: Gleb Bushtuyev, Yevgeni Shneider

Screenplay: Fridrikh Ermler, Ekaterina Vinogradskaya

Production Company: Sovkino

Print Source: EYE Filmmuseum

Fragment of an Empire, Ermler’s last silent feature, which Denise J. Youngblood considers
“the most important film in Soviet silent cinema”is little known and woefully under-appreciated
today. That paragon of Soviet film scholarship Jay Leyda called it "a model of realism, presented
without any sophistication, almost as if Ermler were telling a parable, though its technique recalls
both Eisenstein and Dovzhenko!”

The story concerns a young man, Filimonov, drafted into the tsar's army during World War |, who
becomes a total amnesiac due to shell shock. He begins to regain his memory a few years later
and is at pains to understand what happened as his country has been thoroughly transformed
by the Bolshevik Revolution of October 1917.

Based primarily on a 35mm print held at EYE Filmmuseum in Amsterdam, this restoration of
Fragment of an Empire is supplemented with a 35mm nitrate print from the Swiss Cinématheque,
which provided the original Russian intertitles for Acts 2-6 as well as a small number of shots
missing from the primary source. Titles absent from the Swiss print have been reproduced based
on Russian censor records and are identified with the notation “2018" in the lower right corner.
A partnership between EYE Filmmuseum, Gosfilmofond of Russia, and the San Francisco Silent
Film Festival, the restoration also received funding from Rick Andersen and John and Susan
Sinnott. It would not have been possible without the perseverance and meticulous scholarship
of archivist Peter Bagrov.
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Screening: Sunday 4 June (15.30)

Accompanied by Daan van den Hurk




Fragment of an Empire © EYE Filmmuseum
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