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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Bangkok, March 5, 1923

Dear Prince Devawongse :-

Mr. Henry A. MacRae, of Los Angeles, California, has
arrived at Bangkok, and desires to pay his respects to you. He
is the bearer of a letter, which | am enclosing, from Sir Paul
Chater, of Hongkong.

I may say for your information that | believe Mr.
MacRae is not an ordinary type of motion picture man, but is
a well known producer, and | trust you will be able to receive

him and here what he has to say.

Yours very sincerely,
(signed) Edward E. Brodie
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Dear Prince vavawongse :-

mr. Henry A. tiscrae, of Los Angeles, dali-

Tornis, has arrived at Bangkok, and desiree fo pay
his respects te you. He is the bearer of a letter,
which 1 em enclosing, from Sir Paul Chater, of Hongkong.
I may say for your :I.nformal:it:ﬂ that I believe
Mr. Haciee is not an ordiinary type of motion picture
man, but is & well known producer, end 1 trust you will

0e aple to receive nim and hear whet he has to sey.
fours very sincerely,

S s B
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Eis Xoyal Yighness
TFrince Xromphya levewongse,
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Bangrok.
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ABC 47H & STn EpiTions, Al HONGKONG ¥
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Moneing & HEALS Mimise & GENDaaL § smR
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H.R.4. Prince Devowongse Veropraiar,
fls Siemese liajesty's iiniater for
Poreign Affeirs,
Banglolk.

Your Roysl Highness,
This is to introduce to you lir. Hemry liacRee

of Los Angelos, California, U. 3. 4. He is a Hoving

Fieture Producer mnd hes maode it his special objeet to
teke picture of Bengkok end the Beaunties of 3iem,
ineluding the Xing and the Palszce Buildings. He will
tell you waonat he particulerly weote to do, and I shall
appreciate it very highly sny assistance you mey de
eble to render him. ;

Pleese sccept the sssursnce of my sincere
thenks in antieipation,

I em,
Your Roysl Highness,

Your most obedient servant,

o by

ARy,

INNUUNIARAYINTFDING LGDT WA UYANBS WULUIFIUUNLS
(ANVDIANINULVFUAITIR NFUNN)



VICTORIA BUILDINGS
HONGKONG 9" February, 1923

H.R.H. Prince Devawongse Varoprakar,
His Siamese Majesty’s Minister for
Foreign Affairs.

Your Royal Highness,

This is to introduce to you Mr. Henry MacRae of Los
Angeles, California, U.S.A. He is a Moving Picture Producer
and has made it his special object to take picture of Bangkok
and the Beauties of Siam, including the King and the Palace
Buildings. He will tell you what he particularly wants to do,
and | shall appreciate it very highly any assistance you may
be able to render him.

Please accept the assurance of my sincere thanks in

anticipation,

lam,
Your Royal Highness,
Your most obedient servant,

(signed) Paul Chater
ulatduntwlne sail
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Foreign Office
Bangkok, 5" March 1923

Dear Mr. Brodie,

I have received your letter of to-day’s date together
with its enclosure and in reply, | beg to say that | shall be
pleased to receive Mr. Henry A. MacRae at this office on

Thursday next the 8" instant at 6.00 o’clock p.m.

Yours Very Sincerely,

(signed) Devawongse.

ulatduntwlne sail
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Bangkok, March 6, 1923.

Dear Prince Devawongse : -

I am in receipt of your letter of the 5% instant, and
note you will be pleased to receive Mr. Henry A. MacRae at the
Foreign Office on Thursday, the 8" instant, at 6.00 o’clock in
the afternoon.

| desire to express my appreciation of this courtesy.

Yours very sincerely,
(signed) Edward E. Brodie
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Office of the Adviser in Foreign Affairs.
Bangkok, March 15, 1923

Dear Prince Devawongse,

Mr. Mac Rae, who tells me that he is to produce a
moving picture play in Siam., called on me yesterday and
explained his plan. He is preparing a story of Siamese life of
today, to be acted by Siamese and which will illustrate the
modern development of the country.

While | know nothing of Mr. Mac Rae, his manner
impressed me very much and | believe that he really wishes
to produce something which will be satisfactory to the
Siamese.

Mr. Mac Rae outlined to me the story and | could
readily see that unless the cooperation of His Majesty is
secured, it will be impossible to carry out his plans. Mr. Mac
Rae told me that he had been received most cordially by Your
Royal Highness, so you know already what sort of a man he
Is.

It seems to me that, perhaps Mr. Mac Rae be given an
opportunity to explain his project in person to His Majesty,
in order that His Majesty may criticise the story so that in

the final result, the picture may be a real representation of



Siamese life. Mr. Mac Rae wants nothing from His Majesty, so

he tells me, except cooperation.

Yours very sincerely,

(signed) Eldon R. James
uladunruneg fail
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Foreign Office,
Bangkok, 15" March 1923

Dear Dr. James,

| received your letter of this date, | have seen Mr. Mac
Rae and he has explained to me in a most courteous manner

his objects in coming to Siam to take moving picture as the



Siamese would wish and among those pictures he mentioned
the theatrical performance of the Pra Ruang.

I was much impressed with the magnitude of his
equipment in that he has a complete set of appliances for
moving pictures such as nobody has brought to Siam before
him.

As | have no experience in the way of taking moving
pictures, and have learned that Prince Purachatr used to
guide and assist those who came here before. | recommended
him to Prince Purachatr, who informed me afterwards that he
had arranged with Mr. Mac Rae for taking moving pictures
any where he should like in Siam, but as to the performance
of Phra Ruang Prince Purachatr has told him that His Royal
Highness could do nothing for him.

| feel sure that you will agree with me that with
reference to the pictures of the Phra Ruang, even if acted by
the King’s troupe alone , the mere mention of His Majesty
as the author or as having acted such and such a part would
be most undesirable to the Siamese. So | entirely agree with

what Prince Purachatr has told Mr. Mac Rae.

Yours very sincerely,

(signed) Devawongse.
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Office of the Adviser in Foreign Affairs,
Bangkok, 16" MARCH, 1923

Dear Prince Devawongse,

I have received with thanks your very kind letter of the
15" in reply to mone regarding Mr. Mac Rae.

I quite sympathize with your position as to the
personal participation of His Majesty in a picture to be
produced for commercial purposes but | do not understand
that Mr. Mac Rae wishes that. Nor does he contemplate
producing Phra Ruang, either with or without His Majesty
in the cast. His plan is to produce a play of modern Siam, so
he told me. He outlined the story to me, and while | saw no
serious objection to it, it seemed to me that a play which will
represent Siam to the world at large, ought to be carefully
criticized and controlled. In view of His Majesty’s great
knowledge, not merely of Siam but of dramatic technique,

it seemed to me that if His Majesty were willing, here was



an opportunity to put it to a most beneficial use. The picture
will be produced any way, | have no doubt. It strikes me as
better that it should be representative of Siam, than that it
should be a mere burlesque, such as was recently produced
in America by a Mrs. Meehan, who has visited Bangkok twice.

If His Majesty does not wish to see Mr. Mac Rae or
if your Royal Highness does not think that Mr. Mac Rae is a
suitable person to be received by His Majesty, | have nothing
to say, but it seemed to me that there was an opportunity
to show the great material progress which Siam has made,
without offending in any way the dignity of the Siamese
nation. This can be assured only if the matter is properly

controlled and supervised from the beginning.

Yours very sincerely,
(signed) Elder R. James
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Foreign Office,
Bangkok, 26" March 1923

Dear Dr. James,

I duly received with thanks your letter of the 16"
instant giving me your opinion with regard to Mr. MacRae’s
desire to be granted an audience of His Majesty in connection
with his proposal to produce a moving picture play of modern
Siam.

| did not wish to answer your letter without first
inquiring how and how much His Majesty’s time was taken
up just now, with a view, of course, to seeing whether and
how far it would be possible to meet Mr. MacRae’s desire
above referred to.

I now learn that His Majesty’s time is too much
occupied to admit of the realization of Mr. MacRae’s wishes.

I understand, also, that the technique in the
production of moving picture plays is different to that of
the dramatic technique, properly so called; and so, for the
purposes of the former | am confirmed in my opinion that His

Royal Highness the Prince of Kambaeng Bejr would be fully



qualified to render any assistance of which Mr. MacRae might
stand in need.

With regard to the play itself, however, | agree with
you that it would be better, if it were criticised, supervised
and controlled. But in this connection again, there seems to
be no need to trouble His Majesty in the matter, The work
required appears to me to be merely passive, in the sense
that it would only be a question of cutting out any part that
is likely to be detrimental to Siam. Therefore, if, after writing
the play he has in view , Mr. MacRae would be good enough
to submit it to you for your criticisms and corrections, | think
that the difficulty you have in mind, may adequately be met
accordingly, or further, if you thought that some of the points
purely from the Siamese point of view might possibly escape
your notice, | should be glad to go over the play and let you
have any observations that might suggest themselves to me
as likely to preclude any harm to Siam that might arise from

the play in question.

Yours very sincerely,

(signed) Devawongse.
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Office of the Adviser in Foreign Affairs,
Bangkok, 27" March, 1923

Dear Prince Devawongse,

| wish to thank you for your letter of the 26" with
regard to Mr. MacRae and his proposed picture of Siam life.

When | see him again, | shall ask him to let me go
over his proposed story in detail, as you suggest. If he is

willing to do this, | shall report to your Royal Highness.

Yours very sincerely,

(signed) Eldon R. James
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The Hongkong Cinema Hall
From Saturday, March 31. To Tuesday, April 3.
At 9.75 p.m.
Great Topical Attraction on Saturday Night
A Complete Moving Picture, of the Red Cross Motor Parade
That takes place Saturday Afternoon
Will be shown on the screen, Saturday Night, Without fail.
THE FILM WILL BE TAKEN THAT SAME AFTERNOON
BY
THE AMERICAN MOTION PICTURE COMPANY - HEADED BY
HENRY MACRAE
And will be developed and printed at the Royal
Laboratory by the gracious permission of
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE of KAMBANG BEJRA



All on the streets viewing the Parade will be able to see them

selves, on the screen, that same evening.
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LOCAL AND GENERAL

Paramount Pictures are now to be shown for the
first times in Bangkok, It is claimed for them that they
are emphatically the pictures for people of good test. The
Famous Lasky Film Service, Limited, boast that they produce
no serial shockers, and that their pictures make their appeal

to intellectual people. Mr D. R. Rodrigues, their Far Eastern



VICTORIA THEATAL 3 '-.I e ~ 7 -H‘-"“"--‘ —BARKLY THEATRE
Banghoh, Sia = % 2. S St.Kilda, Victoria,
. Australia

MEMA
DAYMBLA
Algiers, Aigeria

GERIJG THEATRE

CINEMA AVENIDA
Ria de Jansire,
* Brauil, SeuthAmenta

ALHAMBRA THLATAE *
Langan, England
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Manager, who is now in Bangkok has placed the contract
with the Victoria Theatre, and the support given the present
venture will show whether Bangkok wants and is prepared to
support the production of this class of picture. The pictures
make a wide popular appeal, and from the list given in to-

day’s advt. it will be seen that their stars are world famous.
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Rama VI Bridge.

An Interesting Function.

During the proceedings cinematograph and still
pictures, were taken under the guidance of Mr. McRae, and
the films of the moving pictures, it is understood, will be
shown locally.

The function was an extremely interesting and
enjoyable one, and not the least pleasing part was the
journey back to town by launch in the cool of the late

afternoon.
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Local Notes

At the races at the R.B.S.C. on Saturday, the party
of American cinematographers were much in evidence, as
they took some hundreds of feet of film. Probably a good
many people who do not suspect it will find themselves “in
the movies” and as we understand that the films taken will
shortly be exhibited locally, they will have every chance of

seeing how really nice they look-on otherwise.
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The Sports Club races on Saturday were filmed under
the direction of Mr. Macrae. After dusk magnesium flares

were used to film the members of the Club.

WisdeNun ngumw ndiud aduiudiasi 17 wwisy ¥1rluiide

Local Notes 71

We understand that the cinema films taken by Mr.
Macrae and party at the laying of the foundation stone of
the Rama VI bridge will be shown at the Hongkong and

Phathanakorn
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LOCAL NOTES ¢iail

The Cinema, films taken by Mr. Macrae and party
at the Sports Club races on Saturday are reported to have
been most successful. To-morrow the company are availing
themselves of the chance of taking the Rack Na ceremony.

The film of the laying of the foundation stone of the
Rama VI bridge, taken by Mr. Macrae and his company of
experts, came out excellently and last night the Siam Cinema
Co. had the honor of exhibiting it to their Majesties the King
and Queen. It will be shown to the public at the Hongkong

and Pathanakorn Cinemas on Saturday Next.
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At the Raek Na ceremony this morning there must
have been fully a hundred people armed with cameras of all
sorts, ranging from tropical Sandersons and reflexes down
to the smallest of V.PK.’s Mr Macrae and his assistants were
very busy filming the ceremony and the results should prove

extremely interesting.
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80 WAN OF SIAM, / ’ -

HOTE, The object of this story is to write it in such a mznmer
as to embrace in & Nomantie Tale, all of ths out-stending and
attractive features of the Tingdom Of Siam, and to produce the
story in & Buper Cinems, A Feature Film that will be accepted
and. exhibited dn all of the leading Cinema Theatres throughout
the entire civilized world, thus giving ithe world a true and hon-
est nicture of this wonderful Ningdom.

i Te begin cur story by acqua
inting the andience with the location of Siam in Eastern Asia, and
we also prepare them 0 receive & story dealing with ture “omance
malcing i% mogt eppevent thai the story is the principal character-
iztic of the picture, when in reality the sufience i being sducatel
with Siam propogenda, but in such & manner that they enjoy a
most entertaining Film,
T The opening Title is photographed with a
vesutiful Temple in the background, and the tiile reads;-

Romange is the truih of imagination, tip Tarent Cf Golden Dreams
.The Postry Of Literature; Almcst every lation under the Sun has
donated to the enteriainment of 211 it's shere of Romance, and
yet in one of the most attractive corners of this great Globe there
flourishes an enchanting “ingdom of whooe Tomeance we have yet to
learn, A Country whose people axe as rieh in chaym and Romaence as
heir Kingdom is in yellow Gold and Troplcal splendor,f veritable
garden of lupcious fruits Silwer Rice, ard towering Cocoa Palms,
Whope Tropical evergreen Jungles aund decliducus forests teem with

- spontaneous vroducts beawtiful birds end wild Animel life,. Those

Tloinn ang Tounbains are coversd with rich Jrchaeolcgicsl remains
whose Pra Chedis reach almosi to Heaven and whoge Rivers conmest
e

the seap, The facineting Kingdom of Siam, G,

Hers we show & large map
of Fastern asia, and have a dark line come into the ascene and cross
the map until it resches Siam which it surrounds, Then we continue U

onr title.;- 3
' Whose good pecple devoutly worship in beautiful
Temples decorated with gold leaf, and in-laid with Mother Of Pearl

Here we show a picturesque scene of a Tempide, talken from a dis-

tznce, to show to advantage the Temple complete in 21l it's surrou
ndings, then o closer view showing the roofs, and the massive doors
inlaid, then continue our title.;-

with 1ife and sctivity,

Here we show some artistic scenes of the
Canals full of life end mction, also show z number of beautiful
scenes ol the river with it's mmay different kind of Craft sailing
up and down stream. then continue title;-

i Vhose erowded ctreete
Jum with Tradesmen,

7hose Rivers and Canals teem

llere we show pone striking photogzraphs of the
mein street in Bengkolk with all of the difierent kind of vehicles
and & mumber of scenes of the most picturesque sireels, then con-
tinue title,=-;-

Thoge ¥arkets ave elwoys plentifully supplied. L

Ilere

we show a full scene of $he most active Marlket, and the aboundance
of supplies it contains, then continue title.
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Those mode of travel through the Jungle is most unidque,.

Here we show scenes of = demse Jungle, with as many Flephants as”
onn be seoured breaking throuzh, with packs of merchandise, then
continue title,.

And with al of this wealth of Oriental color
the Country is thoroughly up-to-date in every respect,

' £ X Here we
show some bsautiful scenes of Hue-Hin, the popular Suwmmer resort,
show The Club, The Godf Links, and every attractive feature of
tue place, alsc chow Sismese Ledies and Gentlen piaying gzolf,

=

snd aeriving at the Club in their Hotor cars, then gontinue title.

And whose marvelous Railway System, under the eble dircetion of
The Wigh Commissioner, His Royal Highness, Frince Turchatra, who
. was borrowed from The Avmy, and commizsiomed by The Government
to sxerclse his Geniun in supplying The Kingdom with an up-to-date
. Railroad, i & striking example of the Countrys wonderful develop-
ment. g
Hers we show an attractive scene of the administration build
ings of the Railway, with His Royal Highness, Prines Purchatra
arriving in 4ig motor car, e goes from his car into the Tmildin%
and we ghow the interior of hig Office, and Hip Royal Higimess al
work, Te then show o picturesque scenc of the Railway Statlon,

- from o front view, then several seonen of general action in znd
aronnd the Station, The Traing going and eoming, the sction of the
passengers, The fngines with their Siamese Crews, Loading the
Freight.Car 5, with all kinds of merchandice,The Rice Train arriving
and the waloading of the Rice, The Nog Trains, snd Cattle Truins

. " being wnloaded, The bright meetly dressed Railway Officials, and
tie general action of everybody cormectesd with The Railway. Then
contimie Title.;:- <

z And 7hose Palsges end Throne Hall are = marvel of
Arvchitectural skill, 2 %

Here we show o very attractive wiew of The
Royal Palace, and it's gg:t wall, Algo a number of scenes of the
ingide of The Palace,. geveral scence of The Thronc Mall both
exterior and interior, then continne tiltle.;

v S8isn the Land of free-
dom and plenty, the birth place of mighty warriors and noble Kings
from Pra Rouang to Rama VI, L
And ‘now we start our ctory, which is £

that of two Siamese youths,Su Wen, = beautifil young Girl the
+ daughter of Soo Tome, & rich and powerful Simmene Gentleman, to
whom The Gods have given everything but a generous or kind nature,

And Fla;fan, & hendsome young Slamese
" who eppears in the first part of our story as o comron boatman who
ovms and runs his own boat on the river.
o R We first discover Su Wen
geining merit at a beautiful Temple by giving a moni: some food,
eiter which she mests another attractive Siamese girl to whom she
EEyE;=.
nFather is weibting for me at ocur lending, we are going to
view the varede of The Golden Darges"
/| 7he Friend regrets that che gf
cannot accompany Su Wen, who leaves the Temple, and as she passes
through the great gate we show the stone soldiers that guard the
gate,Vhen Su Wen veaches the siree, she steps into a late model
motor car that ie weiting for kher and is driven away, toward the
A river, We then show Sco Tome her Father ptanding on the deck of
a rieh looking motor leunch moored to a lending at the river, He is
N
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#=3. talking to Anna Parb, hie very dearest friend and the man he

is very enxious to have Su Wan mary, They are discussing Su Wan and
cannot understend why she should keep them waiting, vhen a small ¥
boat carried by the current smashes into the stern of their launch
0ld Soo Tomwe is very angry and atfempts to hit the driver of the
boet with his cane, but as he attempts to strike, Anna Parb's body
servant Ai, gets in the way of the cane and receives the blow, Soo
Tome then turns on Ai, and the Boatman who is none other than Kla:
Han the Hero of our slory, manages to get hie boat free and goes on
dowa the river, leav a small piece of broken deck rail as a mem-
ento of the accident. Just then Su Van drives up and gets aboard,
and is chastened by her Father for keeping them waiting, she is
very humble and apolojetic, and as they start dowm the river to
get a good view of the Royal Berges, Bu Wen tries to cover up her
mistake by showing & great interest in the Parade, she looks out
and as we follow her eye we see a magnificent array of most sttrac
tive Royal Barges, highly decorated with ariistic designs covered
with gold, and cayyying handsome riehly clad people of royal blood
S8u Wan is so interested in what she sees that she does not notiece
the broken rail end as she places her foot on it to get a better
view the rail gives way and she in thrown intc the river and quicky
carried down the siream. Anna Parb does not jump into the river to
rescue her as he should, but he commande a sailor to do so and as
the sailor does not move guick enocugh to suit him he grabs the sail
or_and throws him in,,.0ld Boo Tome is very much excited and orders
the boat started down after Su Wan, but KlajHan who is standimg on
the deck of his own boat, sees Bu Wan and quickly jumps in and res-
cues her and swims with her fto his own boat on which he is hepled
by one of his owvm men,, Just then her Father vomes with the lsunch
but he does not reach them before Su Wan has geined sufficient
strength to lok up and see the Handsome boy that rescued her, He is
nolding her in his arms and it is not an unpleasant situation

cven if she 1s soaking wet and weak from her recent frizht, He

hizs her hand in hls and the same feeling that passes through Su
Wans heart and brain, is taking place in Ela Hans,. Dut he has the
pood sense to realize tnat she is far above Rim in cast, therefore
hiis feeling of exhilération is but a mockery. 1t onl; requires a
very few seconds fur all of these thoughts to take place and take
roob in both the young hearts, for Soo Tome has arrived and quickly
gleps ofi the launch and takes his dripping daughter into his arms
cld Al fusses around itrying to do something but is only in the way
and his aciion is greally enjoyed by the onlookers,. Svo Tome staris
Lo tale Su Van aboard the launch without even attempiing to thank
Kla;lan, but his daughter stope him and going to E=lj;H=n she thanks
him for what he has done, Kla :Han understands, and Annz Parb who
hates to see any ons but himself receive any praise glares at Kla;
Han and increases or emphasizes his insult by deliberately stepp-
ing on Kla;Hans bare foot, , but Kla :Han ignores the insult He is
gezing after Su VWan, as her Father carries her aboard, realizing
that she is the most beautiful girl he hae ever seen, cnd that she
has kindled in his heart, that ever fateful sperk of deep adoration

Su Wan does mot forget Kla;Han , and we find her in her beautiful
home thinking very earnestly about the boy that rescued her and yif
wondering if she will ever meet him agein, which thought is soon to
be satifified.

And KlatHan he is still thinking about Su Wan, and
with a much brighter hope, as there was another witness to the
reacue, Old Paw Yen Klaj;Hans Foster Father who saw everything that
took place, and as soun as Kla;Hen arrived home at their floating
house on the Klong , Old Paw Yen assisted by his good wife Ma Ii w
whom KlaiHan alweys believed to be his own Mother, told the boy a
most remarkable story, Paw Yen began his story by saying-; The
Yesterday of many years gone , was just the same as today, The Holi
day of The Royal Barges, MaX Li my good wife was watching the parad
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Then She saw your Father a rich Prince raise ym a amall boy about
three years of age in his arms so that ym cloud get a better

view of the Royel Barges ashead of the one you were on, He had
scarcely raised you from the deck when he was seized wit.h an atiack
it st have been heart failure for He fell quickly to the deck,

The other people on the Barge ran to him and guickly surrounded him -
ignoring your presence entirely, and as yn attempted to get near
your Father you slipped off the Barce into the River and was carvé
ied down the strean by the swift current,. As Ia Li reco ndzed the
fact that you would not be missed for som time and as she always
wanted a Son and had prayed for many years to have one she believed
the good spirits had sent you to her for you were carried right to
her small boat, You were dressed in a Pringly costume, the rich-
ness of which fairly dazgled my poor Ma Li, end so she took you in
her arms and thanked the good spirits for giving her such 2 son, £
She carried you to our floating house ,this very house on the
Liong determined to keep you as her own. .+ was awey up in the Forth
Countzy at the time working in the Teak wood Foresis and when I
returned to the Klong many months after, Ma Li told me the story of
nhow she found you, you seemed very happy with her and I wes afraid
to seek out your people and afraid to brealk poor Ma Ii's heart so
we adopted you us our own, and so you , the son of a Prince were
brought up on the river as a common boatman, and believed by all
to .be the son of Paw Yen, and Ma Li. I lmow it wae very wrong for
ia Li to have done this as she kmew who your Father was a *rince of
the Royal blood, and ag a proof of what I tell you, here in this
teak wood box is the very clothes you worem on that fateful day,.
As Paw Yen finishes his story he gives Klathm an old teak wood box
which when the latter opens he finds a small sult of clothes belong
ing to e boy about three years of age, and undoubtedly the clothes
of a Prince. i

NOTE, IN ALL OF THE ABOVE SCENES, WE HAVE AN OPPOR

TUNITY TO SHOW EVERYTHING IN WAICH THT ACTION OF THE STORY TARES P
PLACE , EVERYTHING THAT IS TALKED ABOUT AID ALI, OF THE LOCATIONS 8
SUCH AS THE TEMPIES, THE RIVER, THE LIFE OF THE BOAT PROPLE, AS WEIL
AS THAT OF THE WEALTHY CLASS, AND IT IS OUR DESIRE TO WEAVE OUR -
STORY IN SUCH A WAY AS TO EMBRACE ALL OF TEE ATTRACTIVE FEATURES {
OF THE KINGDOH AS A BACKGROUHD TO OUR PLOT,

As FlaiHaa fondles the eclothes, “e becomes lost in thought, but he
realizes that he is many steps nearer the ‘bmtiml girl, whose
hand he held in his own, M

Almost every day Su wan wvisits some one
of the Temples in the hope of again meeting Kla:Han for she kmows
that a man of his gentle nature must visit the Wats, She is at last
rewarded, It was at The Festival of Pra Keo, and everybody was mery
malking, Su Wan was there with her Father and Anna Parb, but she
very cleverly managed to get away from her stern Parent for a short
time and it was during this time that she aceldently came upon her
brave rescuer, She approached him with & feeling of delight and
embarrassement, Kla;Hans feelings were gomewhht the m’i‘hey S
7 o
become very much interested in the Festival, and as they are
enjoying it'we show a great number of different scenes,. Su Wan
at last suggests that go to a.mo re secluded spot of the Temple
grounds and Kla;Han agrees, and they stroll off heppy over the
fact of again being topether,

014 Paw Yen also enjoys the Festival

as does also Ai, Anna Parb's servant, end we find these two in a &
heated argument over some part of the cermony upon which they L
cannot agree, while this agoument is taking place, fnna Parb in
search of Su Wan finds she and Klaj;Han together awsx from all the
others, watches them for a short time and unable to bear ths
fact of their being alone together Me quieckly informs Soo Toie
and Old Soo Tome decides to immediately seperate the two young lov-
ers, but Anna Parb realizing another opportunityito-offer KlaiHan
further insult, stops the old man and begs the privilage of bring-

Lo~
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ing the wayward child to her Father, He goes to Su Wen sneer-
ingly tells her that Her Father is waiting for her and sBjécts
to her talking to a cormon boatman, Su Wan igd deeply huri at Anna
Parbs remark but Kle;Han lets her know that he fully undersiands
and so ghe leaves him %o join her Father, 0ld Paw Yen having finis
shed hig argument with Al in time o witness the action of Anna
Parb, goes to KlajHan and tels him that Anna Parb is full of evil
that he is not a Siamese but an Ananite and everybodys enemy., Kla;
Han is very pleased to lmrm that one so full of wrong as Anna Parb
is not one of his own race,.

As Lovers ever have an inefable ina-
tinet Su Wan and KlajHan a few days later acecidenily meet at a
Market place,. Su Wan is very deeply interested in some purchases
she is malking and Klaj;Han is selecting some DBamboo matiing,. they
are unconseiouns of each othere vresence until {la;lan finishes and
is about to leave when he looks up and sees the beautiful Su Wan,
He goes to her and their greeiing is most pleasant,. The good
Trades Woman who is wrapping Su Wans parcel in green leaves speaks
to her, whereupon Su Wan replies, " I am buying these things for a
voor family who live on the Kiong and wish to deliver them myself,
Kla;Han sees en ovportunity to be of service to the girl he so dee-
ply loves and quiekly informs her that his am 11 boat is at the
landing =and why not deliver the varcel togzether, Su VWan at first
hesitates and then agrees, and we soon find them at the landing
vhere they zet into HKlajHans small boat al are gquickly on their way
across the river, and gaily paddling up the EKlong, they pass the
most picturesgue paris of the Kloag, and then go through the very
thiekly populated section, Xla :Han pulls up alongside a small
Resturant Boat and purchases soem tea for Himself and Su Wan, She
at first hesitates as she is not accastomsd to drinking from a
Resturant boat, but not to offend Kla;lan sine accepts his hoppital

- ,
Arnma Parb who owns several Rice mills happens on this very
day to vigit one of his mills on the Klong, and so we find him lan
ding at the mill and meeting his Foreman, together they go into
the mill and we see them inside discussing the business of the day

- KiatHan and Su Wan who have finished their tea are enjoying
the beautiful scenery of The Klongvhen Anna Parb who has finished
‘his business at the mill comes dowm the %1longz, he sees Klaj;Han and
Su Wan in the sm 11 boat gnd it stirs him to great wrath, he orders
his boatman to swing-~the launvh across the #long so that Kla;Han
cannot go by, at the tiem he yells to Su Wan, "That if she
has any business on the Elong , she had betier come sboard his
launch and perform her mission, Su Wan resents this very much and
quickly and indignantly informs Anne Parb, that her mission is one
of charity and she prefers the smll boat.lere Ai, Anna Parb's body
Servent attempts to remedy things but as usual only makes matiers
worge, Su Wan motions to Kla:Han to get awey and he being a wlever
boatman, quickly pulls out from the presence of ithe launch and
looking bamk over his shoulder mmiles triumphantly at Anna Parb,.
who calls angrily after Su Wan *That her Father will soon know all
about the affair, buit..BSu Wan ignores the threat and goes on up the

Klong with her brave jero. :

The Great Yloughing Fesiival offers ano=-
ther opportunity for the lovers to be together, and we again find
Su Wen with her Father and Anna Parb deeply interested in the Cerm
ony Su Wan steals an occassional glance away from the action of
the Cermony to see if Kla;Han has come,. Her Father leaves her with
Anna Parb and strolls off to another part of the field, an old beg~
gar comes up to aslk alms of Anna Farb, but Anna Parb never gives
enything and so drives the beggar away, just then Su Wan drops a
veautiful boguet of flowers that she has been holdlng in her hand
and a careless Rickashaw driver would have driven over them had
not KlajHan who just arrived on the scene jumped o thelr rescue,
he hande them to Su Wan with a pleassing smile, Anna Parb noticing
this, quickly puts his hand in his pocket and gives KlajHan a coin
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juct as he would do to any ordinary Coolie, but Xla;Fan graciously
takes the money and gently gives it to the beggar,Al who has been
watching a2ll this , laughs out loudly and Anna Parb strikes him
over the hegd with hip cane,. while this is going om, Su Wan and
£1o;Fan stroll awsy together leaving Anna Farb to finish his argu-

ment with his servant,. .

vhen Anns Parb misses Su Wan he quieckly
informs her Father who soon locates her and tells her they must
go home immediately which they dobut not before the beautiful Su
van with a conversation of the eyes, informs Llaj;Han that they
will soon meet again,

At hiis home Soo Tome tells Anna Parb, that Z
the only way to keep XKlaj;Han away from Su Wan if for hs Anna Parb
to maerry her immediately, this Anna Parb is most anxious to do and
gaks Soo Tome to send her to him in the garden,..

Su Wan comes to

Anna Parb as her Father requests aml lsitens paitienly to his
lengthy proposal, He tells her all about the many rich Rice milla
and the thousands of acres of rice fields that he owms together
with mny great sections of Cogoa nut groves, and several boats on
the river, put none of this has any effect on Sy Van she is think-
ing of the _an she loves who does not own anything but her heart,.

01d Sco Tome observes Amna Parbs p from a distance and goes
to him to help him with his obstinate Yaughter, but when Su Wen ses
her Father coming she rwis to him and tells him she cannot mary¥
“nna Paxb, and pleads with her Father not to try and malke her un-
happy for the rest of her life. Her Fatler can give her no com-
fort so Su Wan leaves him and enters the house,. "hen left alone
Tith Amma Parb, 01d Soo Tome tells him that they must get Kla;Han
out of the Country, and also promises to teke Su Wan away to
Hye-Hin and kgap her there for e while if Anna Parb will do his
part andtgat la;Han away. this Anna Parb promises to do and thus
they paxrt,

As goor: as Su VWan learng that her Father is go to
telce her awey, she secretly meets "laj;Hm at Wat Arron and the
nost plcturesque part of ithis beautiful Wat she tells £la;Man of £
the plan that her Father has arranged to kesp them azart,

Wiile the
twe unfortunate lovers are thus secretly discussing their om priwd
ate afialrs frna Parbs hench-men are successful in destroying g:Ia.:
Hans boat, this they do with the aid of a resturant boat, taking £
the burning woals from the stove of the boat and settinz Kla;Hans
boat on fire,

Klaj;Han is so deep ly interested in Su Tan that he
hes forgotten all about his boat and sll of his other worldly poss
essions, Su Wen advises lajHan to sell hie boat, that she has a
number of rich and influentizl friends who can secure for him a
good position, El;len is just on the verge of telling Su Wap who
His Parents were and that he is not a common boatmen, but
decides to wait until @ more favorable time, On pertins Su Wan
asoures him that regardless of what happens, she will never forget
him, and she Xkeeps her word.

Then Xlaj;Han reaches his home that
night he is informed by Pew Yen of the destruction of his boat, as
some of the river men caue to Faw Yen when KlajHans boat was
ing but when the old man reached the boat it was only to cce the

last burning embers, :

Kla;Han feels his loss kenly and %% end Paw
Yen have a conference regarding what they can do to make o living,
but they are not aware that Anna Parb's hench-men have not yet
finighed their evgil work, and the morming finds two men waiting
to talk to Kla;Han, they offer him & position in the teak wood
Forests and a8 Paw Yen has had considersble experience in the teak
woods, he advises Kla;Han to accept the position, which KiajHan
agrees to do, and old Paw Yen decides to accompany him,



7

0ld Soo Tome has his daughter well established in the society of
Hue-Hin, and she attempts to cover up her sadness Ly plk ying golf

and entering into all the other gemes and aimisements, but her
heart is with Kla;Han who is away up North in the Teak Tood Forests

working with the Elephants,.
It hapvens on a certain day shortly
after Kla;Han and Paw Yen arrive at the forest , that the Chow
who owns the industry pays the worlmmen a visit, he recognizes ol d
Paw Yen who had worked for him for mny yearsg, and he instruects
his Foreman to give Paw Yen an easy Job, the 501-&13:1 docs this and
sends “aw Yen up into another part pf the woods some distance from
the place at which KlajHan is emmloyed,
Paw Yen has okly been gone
s few days when Anna Parb'’s agents begin some more evil work,
Klazlan is working with another worlman end an Elephant some little
distance from amy of the other worlmen, and the meshout is one of
Arna Parb's hired wen, He watchzs his opportunity and tries his
best to have the Elephant kill Kls;Hen but Kla;Ham is to quick and
gets out of the way but his companion who is not so athletie is
ingtantly killed, SlajHan tries to revive him, and the nshout goes
quickly with the Elephant to inform the foreman and the other work
men, that KlajHan Killed his fellow workman, they all hurry to the
scene of the tragedy, tc find Kla;H=mn bending over the body of his
dead companion,. He is accused by the mahout and being questioned
by the Foreman stoutly denies his guilt, The Foreman and other
workmen believe the mahout ag Klajllan is practically a st
and sc poor Kla;Han is taken a prisoner and the next day is sent
back to Bangkolk a prisoner to await his trial for murder,. He has
no friends to appeal to and so everything looks. very dark, B
Yen-arrives a Tew days lateor he leerno of KibjHene errest, end he is
greatly worried, He Inows that IOe ;Han is innocent but how can he
prove it,. while he is theu in deep distress another old Workman
who had knovn Paw Yen for many years, comes to him and tells him
that he overheard a conversation between the mshout and another man
and they discused the faet that the Elephant killed the man and
not XlajHan,. Paw Yen guestions the Szhout but he pleads ignorance
of anything otaer thanm insisting that Klaj;Han Iilkdd the man,,but
Paw Yens old friend Ricksa insisted that he heard the mshout declaw
that KlajHan did not kill the man, Yaw Yen then remembered the kind
ness of the Chow and taking Ricksa with him he went to the Chows ¥
only to learn that the Chow had left Chiemz -Mai jsut a fow hours
before for Banglkolk to have an audience with His Majesty, Paw Yenm
then thought of 5u Wen as Klashan had told him she was in Hua=Hin
he decided to go there and tell her all abutiithe boys misfortune,
“a takes 01ld Ricksa with him and sfter s fow days- they reach Hua H
Hin, and it takes paw *en soem time to get an asudience with Su Wan
alone but when he fimmlly dces tells her everything just as it
haprened, Su VWan immediately mmkes up her mind to see that KlajHan
gets justice when the old Paw Yen realizes this and how determined
Su Wan is to help the boy, He tells her all about Klaz;Wan being the
son of a Prince . Bu Wan looses no time in sterting for
talting Paw Yen ani Rickse with her, she does not inform her Father
or anyone of her action, When she arrives in the cily she immediaf
tely goes to an influential friend who takes Der to The Throne Hall
but after being =dmitted she leerns thet His Majesty ic at The Héf
Hoyel Palace, She goes thers but before reaching Hip Majesty she
ig informed that The Chow has completed his vieit and hos retusmed
to Chieng Mal, She is advised by her friend to go to Chieng Mai
and together they go to Army feadguerters and secure on Aeroplane
and the brave Su Wen ie soon in the air on her wey to the Chow
at Chieng lai,
When Soo Tomef is informed that his deughter has
£t Hua~Hin he leaves immédiately for Bangkok and arriving there
“e seeks out his friend Anna Parb and through Amna Farbs many aven
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-ues of information they soon learn that Su Wan is on her way
to Chieng -Mel, Annas Parb imows the Chow and decides to see him al-
§0 but he is afraid to travel in an asroplane snd therefore goes to
he Railway Office and hires a special train telling the Railroad
Officials that kis mother is dying at Chieng -lai and he must reach
there with all poseible speed, the railrosd alweys willing to
oblige a customer supply Anna Parb with a Specicl snd with Soo Tome
a3 a travelling Companion they start for Chieng-Mai,

: Tnere are no
gtops or obstructions in the air, so Su Waen arrives first and looses
no tiwe in reaching the Chow to whom she tells her siory, The Chow
gends for the Foreman end the mhout, and questions then so stra-
ight and in such a commending mamier that the mshout confesses o
the trutl and The Chow learns of ¥la;Hans innocense, He then
decides to accomvany Su Wan back to Banglcok to assist her in gsee=
ing that Ka;Hen gets justice, They are just takinz the air for
Bangkon when the special pulls in with Amna Parb and Soc Tome, but
Anna Parb still hes hopes and orders the trein mck to Bangkok with
all possible speed iz exeuss this time ig to pecure the services
of a Bangkok physician, but Su Wen hes a good start and we witness
en exciling race between the aeroplane and the speecisl, 7o show his

; ¢ontewpt for everything in general, Anna Parb bpends most of his
-time in the ppacious dinaning car, drinking wine and having the

waiters serve him with lugeious fruits and sweet meats, =

Su Wan
arrives in bangkok in a few hours and is met by Paw Yen who gives
per the little teck wood box containing the clothes of tle boy
Frince, The Chow is very much interested and is morec snxicus than
ever to help, He accompanies Su Wan %o the Authoritics and before
Anne. Parb and Soo Tome reach Bangkol in the mpecial they have
thing siarted to set KlajHan free, They then visit Kla;lan in the

. cedom,

Vhen Soo Tome arrives with Anna Parb he ¥mrns that his daughter is
with her hoatman at the prison, he is greatly worried and goes to
the Frison determined to severely rebulre his weywverd daughter,
but when he arrives there and is confronted with the fact that
Kig;lian is not only innoeent but is the son of a Frince, uis
attitude greatly chenges and he mogt humbly apologizes for the
part he took in causing Klaj;Hen so much distress,

- Anne Parb is then

accused and denounced, and 6ld Paw Yem who has been waiting a long
time for this opportunity, declares before everybody that Anna
Parb is not a siamese as he tried to make ew rybody believe , but
an Animite. Anna Parb realizing that he is@é beaten enzals away ‘in
& cowardly fashion, XlajHan is set frece and with the help of Boo
Tome who is anxious to have his daughter ¥y nary into royal blood
Kla;Ha 1is soon re-habilitated , “e marries Su Wan and they live in
great happiness forever after,
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LOCAL NOTES

ALTHOUGH they were belated - due to a burst motor-
tyre — the films taken by Mr.Macrae on the last day at the
sports club races were much appreciated at the club on
Saturday evening — especially the ceremonial “christening” of
the Gollo Cup. They were also shown to a select party at the

Phathanakorn, after the performance on Saturday night.
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LOCAL NOTES

Mr. H.C. McRae has kindly consented to reexhibit the
film of the Gollo Cup Race, etc., at the R.B.S.C. at 7.30 p.m.
to-day, for the benefit of those members who missed it last

Saturday.
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..the fire was filmed. One story has it that the fire
started at Samsen end by children who were playing.

The Yamato puts the damages at about Tcs. 100,000.
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Mr. Hacking, one of the American cinema men, left for
Hongkong en route for the United States by the S.S. Chaksang
yesterday
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Mr. McRae and many Siamese actors and three
actresses arrived here on the 18" inst., in connection with
certain film work. Many picture of places of interest were
taken and many scenes in their drama were “shot”. The
dresses, etc., of the actors and actress have aroused much
curiosity among the population. The scenes taken for the
drama included a scene in jail and another of the execution
field. Real jailers, policemen and executioners took part in
the act and the play was so realistic that many onlookers
believed that an actual execution was to take place. It was
only when the heroine arrived that these people began to
understand that it was merely a cinema play. The execution
sward, however, was not drawn without some real bloodshed,
for | heard that accidently the heroine received a cut on her
hand while attempting to rescue the hero ! This occurrence

nearly spoiled the play.
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Mr. Richards, the personal representative of Carl
Laemmle, President of the Universal Picture Corporation
of Ney York for the Far East, who is at present on a brief

visit to Bangkok, and Messrs. McRae, Kerr and party, were



entertained to dinner at the Hoi Tien Lao restaurant on
Monday evening last by the Siam Cinema Co. Twenty other
guests also sat down and a group photograph was taken by

means of magnesium light.
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Mr. Richard U unszen dAsuunisunsauaie Insaienis Usinguangiu
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Tuniadewun ngaunwe nawd aduIungiauain 31 wguniau Wite LOCAL

NOTES ¢

Rear Admiral H.E. Phya Vinai Sundara last night gave a
farewell dinner at his house to Mr. Richards and Mr. MacRae,
Mr. Clawson, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Andersen Mr. Tan Hong Hee,
Mr.Siow Siong Wan, Mr. Choo Kkim, Mr. Girivat and Mr. Kim
Lai. After dinner the guests were entertained to a Siamese
ballet performed by dancers in the ancient style, who proved
themselves worthy of their art and kept the guests highly
interested throughout the evening. Cinema pictures of the
trupe and the genial host and guests were taken by Mr.
MacRae, after a Ranat solo had been admirably rendered by

Changvang Sorn, well-known Siamese musical expert. All the



guests were garlanded with Siam’s favourite flowers and a

most enjoyable time was spent.
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5189711 Mr. R. Kerr Snaunilslunnzuunisasdumalugeansiuil 2 figuiou
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Mr. Clauson left for Korat by yesterday’s train and is
expected to return to-morrow,

Mr. R. Kerr one of the American cinema men who has
been taking pictures all over Siam of late leaves for Hongkong
to-morrow by the m.s. Bintang on rute for the U.S.A., He

takes with him the good wishes of a host of friends.



Mr. Richards, representing Universal Films, who has
been on a business visit here, is leaving by the Krat tomorrow
for Saigon, via Kep. During his visit he has been immensely
struck by the signs of development he has seen every where
he has been and expresses himself as confident that Siam has
a wonderful future before her. Mr. Richards, who is a certified
accountant, has travelled extensively throughout the East and
hopes to visit Siam again before long, in connection with the

Carl Laemele films.
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SIAM IN THE MOVIES.

“Movie men” have already visited Siam on various
occasions and to some extent dipped in to its picturesque
sights and beauties, Some of them have even gone so far
as to attempt to reconstruct” Siamese temples and palaces
in the vicinity of Hollywood, Cal., with more or less success.
But for some months past scenes and events here have
been “shot” in a continuous stream, as it were, by a party of
expert camera men under the direction of Mr. Henry Macrae,
and not only that but the films have all been developed,
printed, edited, and titled locally, the result being that Siam
will, in the future, become a great deal better known than
she ever has before. H.R.H. the Prince of Kambaeng Bejra,
the Commissioner General of Railways , is a personage
who undoubtedly believes in that wicked paraphrase of
Shakespeare, “Sweet are the uses of advertisement,” and
he has most kindly placed every facility possible in the
way of the cinematographic visitors, giving them the use
of his laboratory at the old railway terminus, where all the
technical work on the films has been done. Likewise H.E.
Chao Phya Ram Raghob, the Lord Chamberlain, has given
the operators all possible facilities; not merely permission

to take pictures in the Royal Palaces and within the Royal



demesne but has generously allowed them the use of his
own private residence, provided them with skilled actors and
actresses, etc, and done all possible to help. The public has
had one or two opportunities of seeing portion of the big
collection of films taken, but few know that during the time
they have been here Messrs. Macrae, Clawson et al have been
constructing a big real Siamese drama , illustrative of life
in this country and with special attention to the wonderful
scenic backgrounds it presents; backgrounds which Mr. Mr.
Macrae hold most positively are unexcelled in their beauty
and charm, and, furthermore, are certain to create quite a
furore in the United States.

Happening last night to catch the party in the crime of
riverine arson in the first degree-they were callously burning
a boat on the river off the Sanghie road landing, by the light
of magnesium flares - a representative of the Bangkok Daily
Mail trailed them to the Phathanakorn, where they kindly let
him see a trial trip of some newly printed portion of their
big drama. There were scenes from Bangkok, Hua Hin, Don
Muang, Chiengmai and various other places all well bearing
out Mr. Macrae’s ideas as to the scenic backgrounds, and
what was more, the acting of the Siamese performers was
generally excellent on account of its naturalness. But really,
when the pictures of a dining car on the Southern line are
shown in the U.S.A. (some call it Useless, Senseless Aridity)
the exhibitors will have to look out, as bottles of Dom,
Chartreuse, Créeme de Menthe and whisky, all on one small

dining table, are likely to provoke a riot.



Bangkok will, we believe, and most certainly hope,
have an opportunity of seeing the whole film before it leaves
Siam, when it ought to prove a tremendous draw. In the
meanwhile, from what we have seen of the film, we should
consider it about the best advertisement Siam has ever had,
since it not only embraces a considerable amount of what is
most strikingly picturesque in the country but it gives a by
no means exaggerated notion of Siamese life. On the latter
account all who have been concerned to its production have
our most sincere and hearty congratulations.

The labour of getting together a worthy production
of the kind is immense. Just what it is can only be known
to those who experience it or who are privileged to watch it.
Scenes have to be rehearsed over and over again, often taken
and retaken three or four times, before the negative film can
be printed from, and then whole section have as often as not
to be cut out. Thousands of feet of expensive film and pounds
and pounds of expensive chemicals have to be used up before
the Positive film is ready to be run through the projector in
view of the public and, of necessity, the cost is very great
indeed, especially when a play, like that of Siam, runs into
five or six hundred separate scenes. Of course, if a film is
successful, it pays and generally pays well, in the end, but
while the work is in progress the outley upon it may almost
be described as prodigious. Mean while Mr. Macrae and his
party have our most sincecre good whiches for the success
of the big film on which they are now putting the finishing

touches. It will be the first thing of the kind made here from



beginning to end, and therefore has quite a little historical

interest of it own.
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Mr. MacRae and staff have practically finished their
Siamese cinematograph film, and will be returning to

America at an early date.
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LOCAL NOTES

We understand that the cinema films taken in Siam by
Mr. Henry Macrae and party were taken on to Sanam Chandra
yesterday in order that His Majesty may view them prior to

their going to the United States.
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A GREAT TOPICAL AND DRAMATIC FILM. fisngaziden fail

Unfortunately the advertisements of the
Phathanakorn and Hongkong Cinema in this issue are
misleading as, after they were in type, permission was
obtained from H.R.H. the Prince of Gambang Bejra for the
exhibition of the big dramatic film “Suvarna of Siam,” Which
has been recently constructed here by Messrs. Henry Macrae
and Dal Clawsen. We have been privileged to see portions of
the films, which is a really fine and artistic production, with
lovely scenery, striking and generally excellent acting and a
most interesting plot. There are eight reels or 10,000 feet of
it., with English and Siamese titles. The whole of the film will
be shown to-night (Saturday) at the Phathanakorn, Hongkong
and Bang Lampoo Cinema Halls, for the benefit of the Red
Cross of Siam, to which the whole of the takings are to be
devoted.

We confidently recommend all readers, whether
regular movie goers or not, to see the film, which is of
exceptional interest, as the first thing of its kind ever done

here.
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“Suvarna of Siam” a Siamese dramatic film in eight
reels taken by Messrs. Henry Macrae and Dal Clawson, will
be shown at the Pathanakorn and Hongkong Cinema Halls for
three nights commencing from to-night. The total proceeds

of to-night will be given to the Red Cross Society.
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Siam Cinematograph Co.
Phathanakorn
And
Hongkong Halls.
A GREAT ATTRACTION
FOR 3 NIGHTS ONLY
Saturday, Sunday and Monday
“Suvarna of Siam”
Siamese dramatic film in eight reels.
Taken by Messrs. Henry Macrae

and Dal Clawson
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Phathanakorn
Hongkong Halls.

A GREAT ATTRACTION *
FOR 3 NIGNTS ONLY.
Sunday and
“Suvarna of Siam”

Sinmese dramatic film in sight roels.

and Dal Clawson.
Exhibited by ho kind pormission of
H.R.H. the Comissioner Gonural
of Railways.

The total peocecds tonight { Saturday )
will b given to the Siamose
Red Cros.
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Exhibited by the kind permission of
H.R.H the Comissioner General
of Railways
The Total proceeds to-night (Saturday)
will be given to the Siamese
Red Cross.
All Free Lists Suspended.
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SOCIAL & PERSONAL

Mr. Macrae and Mr. Clawson, who have been engaged
in taking the film, “Suvarna of Siam,” left to-day for

Hongkong, en route to America.
WISFONUN AN tadka

LOCAL NOTES

Messrs. Henry Macrae and Dal Clawson, the two
American cinema men who have been “shooting-up” Siam
generally for some months past and who have incidentally
made a very large number of friends here in all ranks and
stations of life, left this afternoon by the S.S. Kiangsu for

Hongkong en route for the United States.
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"SUVARNA, OF SIAM”

At the Phathanakorn, Hongkong and two other of
the Siam Cinema Halls on Saturday night last, there were
record attendances to witness the film “Suvarna of Siam”
and incidentally to aid in support of the Siam Red Cross,
the management having most generously undertaken to
give all the takings to that most excellent institution. H.R.H.
Admiral the Prince of Nagor Rajasima was present at the
Phathanakorn, where a most excellent programme was
provided. Naturally an immense amount of interest centered
upon “Suvarna of Siam” the local drama film upon which Mr.
Henry Macrae, Mr. Robert Kerr and Mr. Dal Clawson have been
at work for some time past. The film is of special interest as it
is the first big thing of the kind ever made in this country and
it has been so constructed as to afford the greatest collection
possible of scenic backgrounds, thus affording a sort of
panorama of the country with the story of Suvarna running
through it all, like the leit motif of an opera, The story itself
has all the necessary features of melodrama, love, hate,
revenge, injured innocence, false, accusation, man slaughter,
etc., etc., and it all ends up nicely and pleasantly with the
long-lost heir coming to his own and the lovers wandering
off hand in hand in to the bright future, and all this wanders
through a lot of real life scenes, from Their Royal Highnesses
the Prince Damrong and Purachatra sitting “at the receipt
of custom” to “elephants a piling teak,” golf at Hua Hin, the

Reak Na ceremony, a Bangkok fire and views upon views



of Bangkok palaces and wats, incidentally proving a really
first-class advertisement to the State Railways and various
other of Siam’ s modernities. The film is certainly well worth
seeing, from the scenic standpoint alone and all concerned in
its production merit all credit for good work well done. It will
be shown to-night again at the Phathanakorn and Hongkong
cinemas and we certainly advise all who have not yet seen it

to do so.
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VICTORIA CINEMA FIRE

The management of the Victoria Cinema inform
us that the fire which occurred in the operating room on
Saturday evening was due solely to the carelessness of the
cinematograph operator. There was no cause for any alarm,
however, as the operating room is of a specially built fire-
proof design so that it is impossible for any fire that may
occur therein to spread to the main building. The heavy
fames were caused by water being thrown on the burning

films.
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SUVARNA OF SIAM.

The cinemas of Bangkok have been playing to
crowded houses over the weekend, the principal attraction
being a film called Nangsao Suvarna of Siam, the scenes
of which are laid in Siam and which has taken months to
produce. Various incidents in the life and industry of the
country, important Court ceremonies and the like have been
filmed before and exhibited in Bangkok and elsewhere,
but this is the first occasion on which an incident or story
completely Siamese from start to finish has been produced
and later exhibited here. Of the business side of making such
a story we know little except that it is costly; one authority
has told us the expenses of making this effort have run to
as much as two thousand Ticals a day, but whatever the cost
Suvarna of Siam was not worth it. As a film to amuse Siamese

audiences in Bangkok there is little or no objection to it; but



as a film for use abroad in other countries it simply conveys
wrong ideas.

An international congress on motion picture arts was
to be held in New York city on the 7" and 8" of this month.
The publicity campaign preceding it drew attention to the
fact that “millions of people all over the world not only
get their amusement from motion pictures, but they also
depend largely on pictures for their cultural development.”
Siamese audiences at least will derive amusement from the

presentation of Suvarna of Siam.
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On account of the popular demand “Suvarna of Siam”
is being shown at the Phathanakorn and Sathorn Cinemas for

three more nights.
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Aa Siam Observer IAUAIL

Suvarna of Siam

The Siamese dramatic film of the above name was
shown at the Pathanakorn and Hongkong Cinematographs
on Saturday night. Every available bit of space at both the

Halls was taken up. In facts several had to return unable to



gain admittance. The proceeds which are to be handed over
to the Siamese Red Cross, amounted to we understand about
Tcs. 1,500. The film will be screen again to-night at the above
Halls.
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THE Pathe company, it is now announced, is shortly

to take film in this country , employing Siamese actors and

actress.
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THAILAND

We can be almost sure thal more than hall

1ge of these liims made inor
inlo Thailand has bean los! forover, while the
other hall is scattered in privale coliections

in forgetten co a rages, siore-

s farages, sio
10oms and old movie thealres, with termites
and rats as their only cusicdians.

the films made in Thadand, or made by Thai

DOME SURVONG, of Thadand, is a founder of
the Od Films Presecvation Project launched ar
Thadand's tnstituie of Technology and Vaca:
trional Educanon.

by Dome Sukvong

nalionals, between 1837 and 1945 1o be able

When the camera was king

inher house. Later she contacted me and we
tha films only 1o lind

10 start looking for the lilms

In 1981, when this search started, | came
across 50,000 feet (15,200 metres) of film in
a very oid raitway go-down (warehouse).
This lootage had been shol by the State
Raitways of Thailand botween 1922 and
1945. The orginals were all black and white
negalives made of nitrate lim. Al loast hall
of this foolage may not be in a condition to
be salvaged. .

Horlnq somahow 1o salv the other
hall, | conacied the cfficials of the National
Archive and asked them to approach the
State Aailways and have the film l

that the 35mm black and whila niirate prints
were in bad condition.

These lilms ware onginally the persanal
aifects of the late King Rama VIl {1926-1935)
who was known 10 énjoy movies and hilm-
making. Tha films had come inlo the posses-
sion of her father who had al one time been
a member of the King's palace stall,

Together we found forty reels ol tim each
same 1,000 1o 1,500 (300 to 450 motres) leal
in length. Among them wera flims ol tho
King's personal and State activities, such as

al

1o the Archive so that It could be salvaged
and preserved. All (he Stale Railway fiims
are now kept in the Thai National Archive.

Since then we have been able 1o locate at
least 1en more sources of old films. Some of
them had been lying lorgatien for al least
hall a cenury. One interesting and impor-
fanl discovery came lrom a lady who hap-
pened 1o foad a Bpod hoadline about

neEwsp
iy discovary of the State Rallway dms. She
found lorty reels of old ims in a store-foom

roy and his irips in the South-
East Asian Peninsula, to Europe and to the
United States of America. The films in this
calegory were made by lim companies of
the countries ho was visiling. The visi to the
United States, lor example, was liimed by
Paramount Piclures. There wore also a
number of liims made personally by the King
while visiting Japan, as well as somo
Holtywood silont lomures starring Douglas
Fairbanks, tho King's lavaurite film star

The mast exciling discovery was that of
fwo reels of film with a sound Irack made in
the year in which the 150th anniversary of
the T ol B was

The flm was made in 1932 by the Srikung
Sound Film Company, a lezna early Thai
film production firm and the lirst in Thailand
10 produce sound films. The Silkung Com-
pany played a greal ploneering rolo in
starting up the popular fim Indusry Ih
Thalland; but dufing the inter-war yoars,
alter rising 1o a peak, business declined and
the closed down ust after the
Second War. These two roels are

A Handlul of Rice, one of Thalland s sarfiest
films, was made in 1939 by a Swedish pro-
duction team and & n director who
had been invited o shool & film in the coun-
& Thai ce. The slory of & young
, Il was sot In a mountainous
forested reglon of northern Thalland. Local
Poople acted In the film which won a prize al
the 1239 Venice Film Festival, Both a work
of fiction and a valuable mmmpﬁ:flc‘ll
aboul & traditional way of life, A
et et s ums proveryed I’ 1o
presented weden to the Thal
authorities. FLE

a
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1. The film was confiscated by censors and has never been
shown. This was already mentioned in Winkler’s search but
he did not follow up. There was also a document stating that
“the execution film stopped (and later on never released) was
taken by Henry MacRae, New York. The film was forbidden by
the State Department upon request from H. S. M’s. Foreign
office at the time Dr. James was adviser.”
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2. Chao Praya Ramrakob, who was King Vajiravudh’s favorite.
He was in charge of the Royal Household especially the Royal
Entertainment Company. He was the one who released the
film to Siam Niramai Company. He might have kept the film,
but it is difficult to access his house since now it has become
the Office of the Prime Minister.
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3. MacRae’s sister in law, Ella O’Neill who had been his assistant
for several years. She must know about MacRae’s works.
She was with MacRae until he died. She was also one of the
writers of the Flash Gordon series, which MacRae produced.
| would assume that she must know films quite well.
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4. The film was fragmented into footage for some
documentaries. There was an example of footage from a Thai
silent film “Krai Dee Krai Dai,” (None But the Brave, 1928)
found in an American documentary film, | Am From Siam.
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I Am From Siam (1930)
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L. BISGAARD
BANGKOK
June 2391926

His Royal Highness
Somdeth Krom Phar Savasti Vatanavisishta

Your Royal Highness,

Referring to conversation regarding the film showing
the Opium Factory etc., | have now found out that the

execution film stopped (and later on never released) was



taken by Henry MacRae, New York. The film was forbidden
by the State Department upon request from H.S.M’s Foreign

Office at the time Dr.James was adviser.

| have the honour to remain
Your Royal Highness
Obedient servant,

(sign) Bisgaard

Mr. M.W. Hayes was official film censor in New York.
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film stopped (ond loter on never released) was
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1 Dr. Jomes was adriser.
I heve the homour to remain
Your Reyal Highness'

Ubediont servant,
o

Yr. Z.U.Feyes was offictal f£ilms censor in
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suwanna: an interactive project

A Thai-US coproduction. The project was suggested 1o me by National Film Archive founder Dome Sukvong in 1993, He told me of a lost film, 2
film for which he had been searching for over ten years. It was Miss Sywanna. He 1old me of Hollywood filmmakers who had come to tap the
treasures of Siam. He told me of a King generous and excited by the new technology. He 10ld me about the two lost copies of the film and the
unlikely chances for finding others. Then he said that he would like me to make a decumentary about it ali--the film and the search for the film.

the project
Initially conceived as a documentary film--now the project has taken on the prospect of becoming interactive documentary multimedia. The first
CD-ROM of its kind produced in Thailand.

focal points

an attermnpt to find Miss Suwanna [ImTp—
a documentary to place it fiemly within history
& reinterpretation of the story of Miss Suwanna by Thai 6l kers to reposition the film as hing truly Thai —lrom. 1977 b0 the prescat

v
 pare g e o Tha i

1the search

e
the search for Suwanna has been on-poing since before the founding of the National Film Archive. b

el and sucreal
i

b the fragments f‘.',:'f" )
Seme of Thailand's mwst famous filmmakers of the present will produce their own inerpretations of the eriginal Miss i
Suwanna scenarios.
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Picturesque and Unusual Siam

By Henry MacRae (1923)

Making the pictures in the South Seas, China, Japan, The
Federation States, Singapore, and Siam, one meets with many very
interesting and exciting experiences, which helps to offset the hardships,
lack of food and pestilence, which one encounters in an endeavor to tell
the truth in pictures, or secure the realistic both in scenery, background,
custom, dress and action of foreigners.

It has been my experience in making foreign pictures that when
the natives are told what they are supposed to do, and the action is
intelligently explained through an interpreter, that they are being
photographed. And when we allow them to put their action over in their
own native way it certainly looks real on the screen.

While traveling through the south seas | ordered the captain to
put in at the Island of Cebu, a very picturesque spot. Immediately on
landing we secured a number of natives and began to shoot. The scenes
called for some savage looking fellows who were supposed to be hidden
in an old Moro Tower and as this particular tower was a remarkably fine
specimen of the ancient Moro towers built to shelter the natives from
the attack of the Moros, we all anticipate some very interesting stuff. But
just about the time that everything was running along smoothly and the
natives were warming up to the situation, a body of young ‘students’
as they called themselves came over in a very excited manner and with
much gesticulation informed the interpreter that they objected to our
photographing the natives who were only partly dressed. Yet we were

using them almost just as we found them. We paid no attention to the



request but kept right on shooting, when presently there was a lot of
commotion among the spectators and a portly looking native drove up
in a cabrio, and ordered the interpreter to bring us all over to his Palace.
This looked serious and off we went practically under guard. Arriving
at the Palace which was rather unique the pompous gentleman proved
to be the Governor of the island, and positively refused to allow us to
operate on the island unless we dressed up the natives. His reason was
that, as he explained it, the outside world looked on the islanders or
natives as savages uncouth, undressed and barbaric, and if we made
moving pictures of them and did not have them properly dressed, our
pictures would be confirmation of the fact. We decided to dress up
the natives and went on with the picture, and because we obeyed the
Governor’s request, we were wined and dined and made heroes of, on
the Island of Cebu.

On the island of Jolo, (pronounced Holo) , the most southern
island of the South seas, we were warned by one American secret service
agent there not to go outside the city wall, as the Government would not
be responsible for anything that happened to us if we attempted to go
inland. This was rather serious as | was determined to get some good
Moro stuff, and we soon exhausted all that was interesting in the city
of Jolo. So | succeeded at last in persuading the agent to arrange for a
trip inland where we could get the real savages in action. He consented
after telling us the most harrowing tales of what happened to the last
Americans who went inland. But after making him realize the importance
of our mission he arranged through a native who could speak some
English to secure a truck, the only one on the island, to take us in, and
while we were talking a peculiar conveyance drove in through the city

gate carrying some six or eight passengers, and sitting in front of this



vehicle was a savage looking fellow with a short barrelled shot gun and
on the rear was another native with a rifle. Their official duty was to
shoot to kill any savage Moro that looked or acted in any way suspicious.
Our attention was called to this fact but we went in just the same, and
met a great number of Moros, Among them being one big fellow named
Chief Mawamaw. The chief was a big athletic looking fellow dressed
to kill with all the colors of the rainbow, and carried in his sash a long
Borang, (a sort of knife about two feet long with the blade tapering
toward the handle) and with an edge like a razer. His trousers were
almost skin tight and came down to his instep, with a row of small solid
gold buttons which extended from the instep almost to the knee. His
waist was a sort of middy blouse affair, and he wore a picturesque turban
on the side of his black curly head. Almost all of the others were dressed
in the same manner, all carrying the big borang.

We proceeded with the picture in which they all took part and
seemed to enjoy it. All went well for the first half hour. Then we took a
rest to watch a sort of marriage ceremony that a lot of the native women
who were especially dressed for the occasion were performing. This did
not seem to interest the men so they disappeared. When we started
again | noticed that all the men were unarmed. | asked the interpreter
the reason for this and he informed me that my men had bought all the
borangs for a few pesos apiece to take home as souvenirs. | laughed to
think of how easy it was to disarm the savage Moro. They treated us in a
wonderful manner, we were invited to the Chief’s home and met his eight
wives, who, on our arrival, were all sitting around a large brass affair
about the site of our ordinary wash tub, which was resting on the floor
of the bamboo Palace. The brass bowl contained a concoction of fried

bananas , rice, fish, shrimps, spices, fowl, fried in cocoanut oil. There



were a number of children who sat between the wives, all on the floor
and they all held in their left hands a small brass urn which they would
dip into the large brass bowl and bringing the urn out full of the savory

concoction they would eat it with great enjoyment.

In Siam

His Majesty The King, is a graduate of Oxford, England, and
believes he is a second Shakespeare, that is the Shakespeare of Siam. He
spends a great amount of his time translating Shakespeare into Siamese
and producing these dramas and comedies with his own people-
actors from what they call the Royal Entertainment Company. These
actors, both men and women, are adopted into the Royal Entertainment
Company when they are children and have a life-long job. They receive a
satisfactory salary and their expenses for living, and are all given titles,
after they reach a certain age. | felt that His Majesty would be interested
in moving pictures, and after considerable maneuvering I finally secure
an audience which resulted in securing the entire company’s assistance
together with the free use of the King’s 52 automobiles. His Majesty’s
600 race horses, the free use of the navy, the Royal Palace, the railways,
the rice mills, thousands of miles of rice fields, cocoanut groves, klongs
and Elephants, and white elephants at that. The white elephant of which
we have heard so much, is on close inspection not even light colored; the
only distinction being a number of white spots on their ears- and having
white eyes. But they are a very sacred proposition with the King and the
natives, and every white elephant discovered is the property of the King,
and is given a special palace to live in with a number of attendants, and

always has the association of a pure white monkey.



We managed to secure some very excellent scenes of the King
in action and also his Prime Minister. The most interesting features of
Bangkok, the capital of Siam, are its wonderful temples or watts as they
are called. The temples cover about 30 acres of ground and are built of
stone and brick, and decorated with gold leaf and inlaid with mother of
pearl. A form of Siamese worship is to paste a piece of gold leaf on some
part of the temple, even the outside of the wall that surrounds the watt.
The native priests are peculiar looking fellows with shaved heads and
dressed in long yellow cloaks. They are called priests of the Yellow Robe
and are not allowed to keep any money that they may receive, longer
than 24 hours.

The cremation is an interesting feature. The deceased is kept in
the home for six or eight months in a sealed coffin and then cremated.
The ceremony is a sort of Fourth of July in Siam. Everybody goes and
they have a great time- regular picnic, with music, dancing, feasting, and
a lot of noise to keep the evil spirits away from the dead.

When our picture was finished the King had it presented in his
palace with his entire court in attendance. He was delighted with it,
and as the titles were in English he showed his extreme cleverness in
translating the titles into Siamese as the picture was being shown. The
whole court greatly admired the picture and we were given a decoration.
One of the interesting features of making a picture with the Royal actors
was that they would become very serious in the work but if any counter
attraction occurred they would all disappear. On one occasion | had
a long scene all rehearsed and started to shoot. When the principal
character actor was supposed to come into the scene he was nowhere in

sight. I finally discovered that he was taking a bath.



One of the principal amusements is fighting fish, a specie of fish
that fight to the death, and the natives bet thousands of Ticals (dollars)
on the contest.

The women of Siam are rather a fine looking lot some of them

very attractive and always very clean in dress and manner.
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Funeral arrangements were be-
ng made today for Henry MacRae,
68, an old-timer in the film indus-

ry Who pioneered in making air- a9 : 9dnnniledenun aniesayn

lane thrillers, shooting pictures at o A A
R e LU S Margaret Herrick Library wasaniuudauinen
ANBUAT BLUTAT UTTIWATINANYDIULNLS

erday at his home, 619 N. Canon,
(nduive TuRsasedl)

A native of Toronto, Canada. he
ad been making pictures  since!
11910 and at the time of his death
‘was in charge of senal productions |

) -
HENRY McRAE, DADDY OF STUNT PICTURES

ITH but one or two i Henry Al fer (Napol McRae is one:
of the best known motion picture directors in the country.

Whenever you see “stunt” pictures, you immediately think of McRae,
for it was he who made them popular. It was McRae who devised so many features
and thereby introduced the “feature film" to the world.

Mr. McRae is an actor of the old school. Immediately upon his graduation in
Ontario, Canada, he joined a stock company, but remained with it only two years.
He advanced too fast to remain in stock very long. He formed his own company
and married his leading woman, Margaret Oswald. Later be went to Seattle, where
he operated a stock house. From there he went to Portland in the same capacity;
then to Sacramento, and finally to San Francisco.

Mr. McRae was one of the brave men who was not afraid to take a stock
company across the ocean. He played with his companies in Japan and Hawaii
and the Orient. He has always been successful. -

His moving plclun career 'bemn when he joined &lig

~[(, MOTION PCTURE STUDIO DIRECTORY

326 smAawulIn
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Oswald) iy gpunasa sgdagasa winaldyassisvileay An 1815
00488 UNNLT (Henry Oswald MacRae) (a1l 1911 mmﬁa%mﬁﬂmgf
gardaeluil 1939

unntsEueuarIwluasntsamanssunneuasiuil 1910 nels
nasvidtyay1iy daiasn dlaaa (wan (William Nicholas Selig) nauas
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iwniugiguunuasmaunisuans ivFsmgdinasusanamasd Tull
1911 4789t 1915 unmsAlesunasusiasabiiihgdanisajfesudnzeugua
nswanvesusEmginesusa Fedalvajifunineunsilsunnganeus
unnglAsUaIEaInAamiaRaiadn aus (;ju'fzﬁd) uxnis” (Henry (the
incredible) MacRae) uag “ $194/a579magasA8” (“King of Serial Makers”)
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Tusuauilsaudasas The Indians Are Coming (1930) ?@Lﬁuwﬁqmﬁ@
wald viedidsananaviusa 1wglasimsandniugsaenisasng Flash
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unmsgaiuganuayunioataninisivatmd 1 Lon Chaney,
Rudolph Valentino, Jack Holt, Harry Carey, Betty Compson, Laura La
Plante, Tom Mix, Janet Gaynor, Wag Buck Jones uasauuayugniny
AISUAANUAILIAY 1T John Ford, Frank Borzage, King Vidor, Nat Goodwin
uas Frank Lloy
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Picturresque And Unusual Siam Faufluumaaudubeniidiauss Suvarna of
Siam AiinsERNTENLsZ A INg

unmislasinmsandniugsaenisasranimenaizasenamaisisas
7i%8iAen 119 The Kaiser - The Beast of Berlin (1918) The Phantom of
the Opera (1925) Charley’s Aunt (1925) The Old Soak (1926) Chip of the
Flying U (1926) The Cohens and the Kelly Series (1926-1928) uas The Cat
and the Canary (1927) 1599 The Kaiser - The Beast of Berlin tiumiteTumils
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1915 Coral
1916 Behind the Lines
1917 The Bronze Bride
Man and Beast
Money Madness
1918 The Phantom Riders
1921 God'’s Crucible
1923  The Man from Glengarry



1924

1925
1927
1928

1929

1933
1935
1937
1938
19387

A Fight for Honor
The Price She Paid
Racing for Life
Tainted Money

The Fearless Lover
Wild Beauty

The Danger Rider
Guardians of the Wild
The Two Outlaws
Burning the Wind
The Harvest of Hate
Hoofbeats of Vengeance
King of the Rodeo
Plunging Hoofs
Smilin” Guns

Wild Blood
Rustler’s Roundup
Stormy

Westbound Limited
Forbidden Valley
Rocket Ship
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Motion Picture, Broadcasting and Recorded Sound Division,
the Library of Congress
Walt Disney Archives
The State Education Department, University of the State of New York, Albany
Universal City Studios, Los Angeles
George Eastman House, Rochester
Museum of Modern Art, New York
Pacific Film Archive, Berkley
UCLA Film Archive
LA County Library
Margaret Herrick Library, Los Angeles
Anthology Film Archive, New York
American Museum of Moving Image.
The National Archives, Washington DC.
Forest Lawn Cemetry, Glendale, LA.
David R. Smith
Ken Winkler
Micheal Friend
David Sheppard

Roger E. Ritzman
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